Macduff Parish Church
Introduction
Macduff Parish Church became vacant in May 2010
following the retiral of Rev David Randall who had
ministered in the parish since 1971. The parish
covers the town of Macduff and the country area to
the east and south. Under the Presbytery of Buchan
plan, the congregation has an unrestricted call. The
congregational roll is 704. The congregation is
financially self-sufficient. In addition to meeting its
dues to Presbytery and the Church of Scotland,
regular donations are given to support a number of
different needs worldwide through organisation such
as Tear Fund, Christian Aid, Ekwendeni Mission in
Malawi, The Raven Trust and the Scottish Bible
Society.
Near the church building stand the town cross and an
anchor. These provide a symbolic reminder of the
message of the church - Jesus Christ crucified and
risen, through the gospel, who gives people an
anchor in life. As the church building once guided
boats into the harbour, it is the hope and prayer of

congregation, parish and the worldwide church.
Special Services - While we believe that every
service of worship is special, throughout the year a
number of specific occasions are marked in times of
worship. These include:
Communion - this takes place on the last Sunday in
April and October as well as on other occasions
Easter - during Holy Week additional services are
held and an early morning service takes place on the
beach on the Sunday morning (followed by
breakfast).
Summer Guest Service - this is held on a July
Sunday evening in Macduff Fishmarket
Christmas - an annual gift service allows members of
the congregation to give toys for distribution by the
local Social Work department.
The midnight
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services are very
well supported.

the congregation that the church may today continue
to guide people in their lives. The congregation is
looking for a minister who will lead the church in a
Bible centred ministry. The Kirk Session recently
affiliated to the Fellowship of Confessing Churches.

Church Life - Worship
Sunday Services - services are held at 11.00am and
6.00pm every Sunday. A minibus service is provided
to collect those needing transport. While the organ is
the main instrument to accompany worship, there are
regular contributions from a praise band, singing
group and others.
Midweek Meeting - A weekly midweek meeting is
held in the Market Street Hall. This includes Bible
Study as well as worship and times of prayer for the

Uniformed Organisation Parades - annual dedication
in September, Remembrance Sunday and Thinking
Day

Trailblazers groups provide age related teaching after
the children’s address for those up to the age of
Primary 7.
Jaffa Club is a monthly activity evening for upper
Primary children. It attracts a wide range of children
who enjoy games as well as a Bible teaching session.
The Parent & Toddler group meets in the hall on
Tuesday afternoon and attracts a large number of
people from the local community.
Secondary aged young people have a variety of
different activities. These include a Lazer Group
meeting every second Sunday morning, YES which is
a games evening in the hall and some of the young
people meet on a Sunday evening in the home of one
of the leaders.
Harvest - this is often linked with the Shoe Box appeal
for Blythswood as well as a collection for Tear Fund.

The Guild - fortnightly meetings attract good
numbers. The annual programme includes a number
of speakers as well as contributions from members.
The national theme and projects form the core of its
activities.

Church Life - Organisations
Members of the congregation are active in leading
and supporting a range of activities that serve both
the needs of the congregation and act as outreach to
the community. These include:
Coffee Corner - on Tuesday mornings many people
gather in the Hall for coffee and fellowship. This
serves as a support to members of the congregation
as well as being an outreach to the community.
House Groups - two house groups meet regularly for
Bible Study and fellowship. A Men for Mission group
also meet.
Junior Church - the active Junior Church provides a
wide range of opportunities for young people. During
the Sunday services the crèche, JAM, King’s Club and

Uniformed Organisations - the minister of Macduff
Parish Church also has the role of chaplain to the
Macduff Company of the Boys Brigade. The Scouts
and Guides have close links with the church and
attend three times a year for parade services.

Church Life - Organisation
There are 38 ordained elders who make up the Kirk
Session. The Congregational Board consists of all
members of the Session and a further 21
congregational representatives. There are Finance
and Property Groups who are actively involved in
looking after the buildings and resources. The elders
and others in the congregation are active in taking on
leadership responsibilities both within services of
worship and the various activities that take place
during the week.
The salaried employees of the congregation are the
organist, cleaner and a part time secretary.

Hall - the Church Hall is in the centre of the town. As
well as a large hall, there is also a smaller meeting
room and a very recently renovated kitchen. The hall
is used throughout the week by congregational and
uniformed organisations as well as by the Coffee
Corner.
Manse - the Manse is currently situated just outside
the town of Macduff. However, at the time of preparing
this profile, the Congregation are actively looking at the
possibility of selling this older property with a view to
buying, or building, a suitable newer building in
Macduff.

Church Life - Chaplaincies

Macduff - The Local Area

The minister also serves as Chaplain at Macduff
Primary School where there are the opportunities to
take regular assemblies as well as being involved in
the wider life of the school. A Chaplaincy team
operates in Banff Academy with input to assemblies
and RME classes. Regular services are also taken at
Doune Court Sheltered Housing, Dounemount Care
Home and Banff Care Home. There is a rota among
local ministers for the chaplaincy at Chalmers Hospital
in Banff.

Macduff is situated on the Moray Firth one hour’s drive
north of Aberdeen. It has a population over 4000. The
town of Banff is one mile to the west on the opposite

Buildings
Church - the church building commands a fine view
over the Macduff harbour.
The building was
refurbished in 2005 to mark its 200th anniversary.
More recently a digital projection system was installed.
A modern suite of rooms off the main church building
are used regularly by the Junior Church as well as for
other activities.

Macduff

side of the river Deveron. Within the area there are
two supermarkets and all necessary amenities. The
main industries are centred around the harbour where
steel boat building and maintenance takes place at
Macduff Shipyard. Sangs, the soft drinks company, is
based in the town and has won international acclaim.
Other employment in the area includes farming, as
well as the traditional trades and service industries.
Tourism attracts a steady flow of visitors to the area to
take advantage of the natural environment and
amenities such as the popular aquarium.
There are good local recreational facilities in the
Macduff and Banff area to meet the needs of all ages.
These include water sports, surfing, walking, Ten Pin
Bowling, fishing, golf, bowls, swimming and sailing.
Princes Royal Park in neighbouring Banff is the home
of Deveronvale, one of the top Highland League
football team. Fitness facilities are available for public
use.
The local primary school enjoys a good
reputation and has a current roll of 320 pupils.
Similarly, Banff Academy (roll 1000) has a long and
successful tradition. Banff and Buchan College of
Further Education has a centre in Macduff that
provides a wide range of educational opportunities.

More information about the area can be found on the following tourist websites.

http://www.bestofbanffshire.co.uk/
http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/macduff/macduff/index.html
http://www.itraveluk.co.uk/content/716.html

Informal Visit
We appreciate you may wish to make an informal visit to Macduff before you consider making an
application. We would be pleased to show you and your family the area, the church and the manse
and can arrange that visit in confidence if required.

Further information and enquiries about Macduff Parish Church
Website:

http://www.macduffparishchurch.org.uk
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